
Volunteer Information: Wave of Friendship Coordinator
(this is not a contract of employment)

Supported by:

Director

Background


The 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games offers a unique opportunity to use the prospect of participating as a volunteer in the Games to encourage more people to participate in their community, and to extend the hand of friendship outside their own social circle. The purpose of the Scottish initiative ‘Wave of Friendship’ (part of the People Making Waves programme funded by the Legacy Trust) is to create a legacy from a volunteer exchange programme between Scotland, a participant in the London 2012 Games, and London, the host for the Games. 

The Wave of Friendship is a volunteer bursary scheme to encourage Londoners to volunteer in Scotland and Scottish people to volunteer in London and share their experiences via the website ‘People Making Waves’.
Identified aims under the agreement include:
1. To recognize that volunteering is an effective means of encouraging friendship, respect and community cohesion at local, national and international levels;

2. To translate the London 2012 Games’ values of friendship, respect, excellence, courage, determination, equality and inspiration for the benefit of volunteering;

3. To share knowledge and best practice on supporting volunteering; 

4. To create 290 volunteering placements across London and Scotland, for people to participate in London 2012 linked events (including Live Sites);

5. To encourage the use of My Volunteering to share volunteers’ stories and experiences.
Volunteer’s Activities

Greater London Volunteering (GLV) would like support to engage Londoners in the Wave of Friendship volunteer exchange scheme, which provides bursaries up to £500 for volunteers from London to go to Scotland in return for sharing their story online. 
Tasks include:

1. Check Wave of Friendship applications from Londoners to go to Scotland, and recommend volunteers for the bursary

2. Set new volunteers up on Peoplemakingwaves.org.uk to add their story and talk to other volunteers through the Wave of Friendship group

3. Check volunteers have uploaded their stories to the Wave of Friendship webpages on Peoplemakingwaves.org.uk

4. Help volunteers sort out their expenses and claims for expenses through GLV

5. Identify volunteer involving organisations whose volunteers could participate in the programme, and promote as a learning opportunity for existing volunteers or as a tool to encourage new volunteers in the London/Scottish counterpart
6. Publicise the programme through newsletter, e-bulletins, other media and encourage other organisations to link to the Wave of Friendship website

7. Film or photograph Scottish volunteers’ experiences to London as appropriate to add to the website and use in publicity
